
 

 

 

Screw-retained or cement-retained? Full-arch prosthetic implant-supported restorations. 

 

Implant treatment is currently a standard practice in restorative dentistry. More than 40 

years of experience with the behaviour of implants and the surrounding tissue have enabled 

to collect a vast body of observations and to draw conclusions about the methods of 

retaining prosthetic restorations supported on implants. In our offices everyday, we make 

decisions on which type of retention for the prosthetic restoration we should recommend to 

our patients. Obviously, the decision-making criteria are varied. Sometimes, they depend on 

practical and sometimes on economic factors. And sometimes they depend on the 

anatomical situation of the person you treat. We may not ignore the psychological aspect of 

prostheses, either. Frequently, patients try emotionally to force a solution they think is best, 

which is not always true. When faced with a simple division into a fixed or removable 

prosthetic restoration, patients usually choose the former. Such a decision entails 

consequences for the following years both for the patient and the doctor who provides post-

interventional care.  

During the lecture, I will present examples from my own practice and discuss the 

advantages, disadvantages and potential threats related to various prosthesis-retention 

solutions. I will also present the criteria for making the right decision. I will analyse types of 

materials used for prosthetic restorations from the functional an aesthetic point of view. 

I am looking forward to seeing you at this inspiring meeting. 
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Tomasz Śmigiel, MD, MSc 

Graduate of the Medical University of Silesia (1997). In 2009, he graduated the 

Implantology Curriculum at the Goeathe University in Frankfurt am Main. This 

provided him with broad knowledge and skills in implantology. He studied at the 

University since 2010 only to obtain in 2012 his Master of Science in Oral 

Implantology degree with his dissertation called “The retentive force evaluation of a 

novel retainer for removable dentures”. In March 2012, he conducted innovative 

research at the Goethe University in Frankfurt am Main together with engineer 

Holger Ziprich. The research concerned durability of new telescopic systems 

developed using the virtual CAD/CAM technology. 


